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Hats, bags, shocs, gloves, walking sticks, umbrellas,
handkerchiefs and fans have always been considered
essential items for completing an outfit. Not only have
they accompanied us for centuries as everyday items,
they also contribute to defining the status and social
belonging of the men and women who wear or usc them.
Often associated with luxury and power, fashion
accessories, thanks to their sophisticated designs and
the refinement and preciousness of the materials with
which they are made, also emphasise the irreducible
uniqueness of their owners.

By comparing them closely with their representation

in artworks from the same period, the exhibition
illustrates the history and evolution of different types
of fashion accessories and complements from the 18305
w the carly 20th century—a period largely coinciding
with the so-called “century of the bourgcoisic”.
In the exhibition, important representative portraits,
lively and animated genre scenes, advertising posters,
fashion sketches, sales catalogues and fashion magazines

are complemented by real objec
rarely simple everyday items, but rather true witnesses
o the taste and social reality of that period, as well

as examples of great craftsmanship. Dedicated to the
production and trade of hats and bags in Ticino between
the late 19th century and the early decades of the 20th
century, the final section of the exhibition closes

with the figure of fashion designer Elsa Barberis. The
simplificd and modern shapes of her clothes mark

the beginning of a new fashion scason and a new way

of designing and experiencing a
Among the more than 200 objects on display are around
6 paintings and seulptures from public and private
collections by artists from Ticino and Italy.

Thesc include renowned artists such as Giacomo Balla,
Giovanni Boldini, Telemaco Signorini, Mos¢ Bianchi,
Eliseo Sala, Vincenzo Cabianca, Bernardino Pasta,

essories.

Spartaco Vela, Filippo Franzoni, Adolfo Feragutti Visconti,
Luigi Rossi and Vittorio Matteo Corcos.
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